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I. Overview
This ensemble meets daily during first or second period. Instrumental music allows students more time thorough the course of their high school career to learn more about music and how to apply different scenarios to their everyday life. We will be diving deeper into different types of music, and it is mandatory that you attend every rehearsal. Students who are frequently absent will be asked to make up the rehearsals in a variety of ways, including additional lessons and completing practice reports.

II. Grading Procedures and Point Breakdown
The following factors will be used to calculate grades every marking period;
a. Class Participation – 25 points
b. Student accountability points – 25 points
c. Materials and pencil check – 5 points
d. Folder Collection – 15 points
e. Lesson attendance/practice reports – 30 points
f. Mandatory Rehearsal attendance – 30 points
g. Concert attendance – 50 points

Class Participation:
Plain and simple, are you participating in class. Are you following all classroom procedures and instructions? Taking care of school equipment will also fall into this category. Clean up messes, take care of all music, take care of school instruments, and take care of school lockers. All of these things will be factored into you overall grade.

Student Accountability Points:
This is the category where you can make up for lost points in class participation. If an issue is addressed with a student, be it talking in class, not taking care of equipment, or making a mess, we will have a discussion and if you follow the plan provided for you, then you can make some points up here in this category. Some plans will include; staying after to clean up the band room and reset chairs for the upcoming rehearsals, helping copy or sort papers, folding programs, or in cases of multiple offenders, writing an essay on behavior and your goals to improve your own behavior.

Materials and Pencil Check:
There will be random points throughout the marking period where I will ask you to hold up your pencil, your music, your extra reeds, ect. At this point I will make a mark on the attendance sheet if you have your equipment. If you have all of the required materials throughout the marking period, you should not have any issues with keeping this grade up.

Folder Collection:
I will be collecting folders once or twice randomly in the semester. At this point I will be looking for appropriate marks in your music. Are you writing in changes or writing in accidentals? Simple things that are not written in your music will be docked from your grade.

Lesson Attendance or Practice Reports:
It is no secret that we cannot fix every detail in full ensemble and it is on you as a performer to practice or seek extra help. We will be having sectionals and individual lessons to ensure students are prepared for class. I understand that there are other classes that come up that you cannot use your study hall time to come to a lesson, so I have created a practice report that you will have to complete to reach this grade. It is simple, you practice, you fill out the report, your parent or legal guardian will sign it, and you bring it to me at the end of the marking period. For the first marking period, you will be required to come down for one individual lesson during a study hall and one sectional that will be given at a later date. If you cannot attend one or both, with an acceptable excuse, you must make them up using the practice reports.

Mandatory Rehearsal Attendance:
Marking periods 2 and 4 we will have one mandatory rehearsal before the concert. They may be during school or after school based on the needs of the teachers and the students.


Concert Attendance:
Attendance for the concerts is mandatory and grade will be dropped drastically if you do not attend and do not have a valid reason. Valid reasons are; death in the family, family wedding, or sudden severe heath issue. Any other reasons need to be cleared by Mr. Sheffer at least 3 weeks in advance.
III. Concerts
So far, we have three concerts in the books and I want to remind you that the calendar is currently wrong!!! The concerts are

Thursday, November 21st at 7pm

Thursday, April 30th at 7pm

Monday, May 25th at 10am (Memorial Day Parade)

Graduation Performance (not on the calendar yet, but I will get this date to you promptly.


IV. Concert Attire
Our concert attire will be:

Ladies: 
Black long dress or black dress pants (no yoga pants) and black dress shirt with some accent color.

Gentlemen:
Black dress shirt, black dress pants, black socks, black shoes, and any tie of your choosing. Jackets or sports coats are optional.

I want to remind everyone that jeans are not acceptable, and tight-fitting yoga pants are not optional. Also, ladies, remember you are sitting on stage, so be modest with your dress length. Knee length or lower if you are wearing a skirt.

V. Extra-Curricular Activities Regarding Band
It is at this point that I would like to add all the extra-curricular activities that goes along with band. Jazz band meets Mondays after school, times will be determined by the ensemble. There are going to be many traveling performances that will include missing school, so maintaining a passing average is critical for this ensemble. Pit band is another ensemble that meets around January and will go until late March or April. This ensemble plays for the musicals and requires a strong sense of individual playing. Pep band is one of the most entertaining ensemble because it is a 100% student run organization and will play for basketball games, volley ball matches, and some other games throughout the winter season. Indoor dance team, color guard, and percussion ensemble will be offered as well, and I will not be the director for these ensembles, but please contact me if you are interested in these so I can direct you to the correct person.


Please detach and return to Mr. Sheffer by September 6th, 2019

1. I have read the syllabus and understand all the requirements, grading procedures, and dates provided in this document.
2. I have marked all performances in my calendar, and will start planning around them.
3. I have read the NYCSD Music Department Handbook online and understand the guidelines provided in that document.

Student Printed Name:___________________________________________________________
Student Signature:_______________________________________________________________
Parent or Legal Guardian Printed Name:_____________________________________________
Parent or Legal Guardian Signature:_________________________________________________
Date:_____________
